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I have often thought that nothing would do moro 
extonsive good at small expense than the establish- 
mont of a small circulating library in overy county, 
to consist of a fow woll~choson books, to bo lent to 
the people of the county, undor such rerulations as 
would secure their safe return in duc time. 

~-Thomas Jefferson, Writings. Vol. xii, pe 282. 
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NEWBERY A‘D CALDECOTT AWARDS. The winner of the 1945 Newbery award which is 
given for the best contribution to children's literature each year is Elizabeth | 
Janet Gray for "Adam of the Road." The award-winning book is the story of medieval 
Enzland at a time when Englishmen were first becoming aware of their rights. Adan, 
the son of a troubadour, on his journeyings throuch the country, meets and makes 
friends with farmers, herdsmen, and merchants rather than with the lords and ladies 
of the court. The illustrations are by Robert Lawson, who was himself a Caldecott 
medal winner in 1941. 

The Caldecott award for the most distinruished picture book of the year went 
to Virginia Lee Burton for "The Little House." This book tells the tale of a little 
cottage built in green fields among beautiful trees. When a city is built all 
around it, the little house is sad indeed, but all ends “happily ever after" when 
the little house is returned to a beautiful rreen hillside once more. The pictures 
are utterly charming and are sure to delirht any child ~- and most adults. 

~0~ 

AMERICAN COUNCIL ON PUBLIC AFFAIRS. Some libraries might be interested in an 
announcement received by the Texas State Library from the American Council on Public 
Affairs, 2153 Florida Ave., Washington, D.C. This announcement states that libraries 
can now place standing order subscrintions for publications of the Council, and that 
a discount of 25% is ¢iven subscribers, time and clerical work are saved, subscribers 
receive free publications and bulletins from time to time, and cancellations become 
effective within ten days after due notice has been riven to the Council. 

- 

JUVENILE DELINQUEZC The Ohio Probation Association in cooperation with the 
state department of saat welfare has prepared a 50-page booklet, “attacking Ju- 
venile Delinquency on a United Front.” Copies of the publication are available to 
anyone interested for the payment of 87 postare. Requests should be mailed to the 
Ohio State Library, Columbus, Ohio. 
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LIGRARIES GIVB:! FAVORABLE PRIORITY RATIiG. Public libraries are now given a 
more favorable priority rating by the WPB, according to ean amouncement made recently 
by the American Library Association. The announcement states: "Representative of 
libraries interviewed a representative of the War Production Board on June 4 in con- 
nection with the ratinrs assigned to libraries. Under new rerulations effective im- 
mediately and soon to be published by the Government, public libraries are entitled 
to a rating of AAS. University and nublic school libraries are entitled to the AA-x 
rating, as heretofores The WPB believes that these regulations will generously pro- 
vide for the needs of libraries. In case any library has any trouble in securing 
supplies under these ratings, the library is instructed to ask for a special tem- 
porary rating for the material required, throuch the local War Production Board." 

-0- 

"YOUR CIRCULATION - IS IT GOING Down?" The following paragraph taken from 
"Vermont Libraries”, Biennial Report, 1940-1942, may serve to give a lift to dis- 
couraged librarians, who, in spite of their increased efforts, find that book 
circulation has gone down during the last few months. 

"Many librarians have reported loss in circulation during the war months. This 
is a natural result as the population shifts to centers of war industries and to 
military camps outside the state and those who remain become absorbed in the new 
interests of Air Raid Warden, First Aid Classes, Nutrition and other forms of local 
defense »nlans. Fowever, this does not mean libraries are any the less needed or 
used. For the moment attention can be shifted from the yardstick of circulation to 
other activities of a library, the most important of which may be included under the 
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headings of Information and Morale = vital weapons of war. Perhaps, too, we can be 
encouraged by reports from Great Britain, one of which informs us that: tThese 
(books) should be jealously guarded so that they may be available to all those who 
love the freedom which they have enjoyed. If our experience here is any criterion, 
then it will be found in America that the demand for books will grow, out of all 
provortion to normal. Don't be discouraged if at the outset the public that is 
oquipping itself for its task has little time for reading. You will find as we 
have found, that the pendulum will swing back the moment your people are on a ttal 
war footing.’ And further, that in spite of great financial stress more than three~- 
fourths of the libraries of England havo had their appropriations increased." 

-O~ 

TIMELY QUESTIONS. Helene H. Rogers, Assistant State Librarian, Ijlinois, 

recently listed in "Illinois Libraries" the following timely questions for libreriané 

' Y, Are you studying the traffic trends in your comaunity and changing the li- 
brary hours to meet the convenience of those who can only pass the doors at certain 
hours? Stores and business houses are making changes in their hours to fit the 
present need. 

2. Are you allowing each borrower to take more books at a time? He mAéy not be 
able to come to the library cvery week. 

5. Have you consicered lengthening the term of the loan period? 

4. Are you sending collections to variaus centers in your town in care of 
either voluntary or paid workers? Collections made up, not just of old stuff, but - 
really good reading? There are manv sections in most communitics that have no read- 
ing centers. Why not use one of the school houses and have it open during the 
evening hours? 

5. Can you give parents somé systematic suggestions about current books for 
their children? The security and calmness that comes from contact with the finest 
literature, not just the high tension nows and activities, will oontribute to their 
well being. 

6. In the months to come, consult with your school superintendent about new 
subjects that will be introduced into the curriculum, and adapt your book buying 
policy to fit these new subjects. 

7. Are you a member of the local planning group, or the special group named to 
consider post-war plans for your community? Have you submitted plans to such a 
group concerning a new library building, or the remodeling of the present one, or 
the provision of adequate library service in your community and the adjacent area? 

-0-- 

OBJECTIVES OF CHILDREN'S LIBRARIANS IN WARTIME. In the "Wisconsin Library 
Bulletin” for May, 1945 are some interesting notes on the meeting of the children's 
librarians' section of the Wisconsin Library Association held in the spring. Miss 
Martha Perry's summarization at this meeting of tho objectives of children's li- 
brarians in wartimo will be helpful to all library workers with children. Miss 
Perry arranged the objectives under the general headings of high thinking, better 
living and security, and active citizenship, and they are givon under these head- 
ings below: : 





High Thinking 

1. To teach the child that well selected books offer an education or prepara- 
tion for life. 

This would call for a balanced collection of books on varying levols to meet 
each new interest, and to stimulate further rescarche The collection should be 
kept up-to-date and contain material of current interest, such as recent develop- 
ments in science, useful arts, and conservation. 

2. To maintain high standards of book selection especially on controversial 
subjects. 

Many books published during any war period stress the worst traits in enemy 
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peoples, creating a hatred in children which is most undesirable. The children's 
librarian should keep in mind tolerance and international friendship. 
3. To teach judgment and skill in the use of books as tools. 


Better Living, and the Sense of Security 
1. To offer a source of wholesome recreation as a factor in preventing juvenile 
delinquency. 
This calles for an inviting library and friendly service. the 
2. To develop the love of reading as a means of broadening interests and aes- the 
thetic satisfaction. 
If modern education is to limit liberal arts to the training received before 


lati 


the age for military service, the library must provide books of classical litera- Jan 
ture for the young readers while they are still in the grade schools. libr 
3. To make life as normal and happy as we possibly can for the child, This brar 
includes service to the transient families which have followed the establishing of most 
war industries in many communities. Strange children often visit the library to word 
find book friends before they are acquainted with other children of the city. are 
4. To keep up morale. low more than ever, talks about humorous books, fairy To t 
tales, and legends, stories emphasizing happy family life should be given to unic 
groups of children to give them a feeling of stability and to counteract the some~- make 
times evil effects of film propaganda. to gs 
Active Citizenship 
1. Love of America, through kmowledgo of its history. ~ ° 
2. To provide stories which teach the meaning of democracy. the 
3. To organize story hour programs which teach children the value of fair play have 
4, To display books on first aid, and other subjects that relate to the war have 
effort. paws 
5. T6 assist organizations such as Red Cross groups and Girl Scouts by pro~ Stor 
viding suggestions for their activities. be, 
All these suggestions are practical ones which the resourceful children's li- to 1 
brarian can apply to her local situation to make her library hold an important in | 
place in the children's world today. Prog 
From the same meeting come the following helpful points on book buying for 
children's rooms; coul 
The greatest extravagance is buying from reviews and finding you have some~ ynet 
thing you don't want. ram 
Do not buy a book because it is a bargain. phei 
War books: Arm chair fighters can't write books about the war. fort 
We don't want to have a lot of dead material on our shelves when the war is nity 
Overs 
Books on foreign countries: Be careful, don't go too far. Beware of writers 
who take an airplane trip to South America. Use your old Carpenter's. They are opps 
still good. The 
Prebinding will save you money in the end. It will cost more the first two | *ho: 
years. After that there will be fewer replacements. Average life of a prebound dit: 
book is five years. libs 
Save money by not cataloging your easy books. A shelf list card is enough. yea. 
Suggestions for making the Children's Room a vital force in the lives of the 
children in your community are: Lib: 
The librarian should spend one-half of her time in the library; the other half mt 
teaching mothers and teachers. to © 
Get together a collection of books on school topics to be taken up. Invite sen 
the teachers in to look them over. deg 








ile 


1f 


SEPTEMBER TEXAS LIBRARIES 1943 








~_. _—- |: 





Invite teachers to browse through new books before they are put into circu- 
latione Make it a social hour. 

Visit reading classes in schools. 

Invite the grades for special fun hours. 

Confer with teachers on kind of books certain children are drawing. 

Organize a School Representative Club, a representative from each grade in 
the school to meet at the library, report on books being read and take a report of 
the meeting back to the school. 
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"Wity I DON'T LIKE LIBRARIES". The article "Why I Don't Like Libraries" in the 
Jane, 1943 issue of "A.L.A. Bulletin" has occasioned a good deal of comment among 
librarians and library users alike. At first reading it is enough to make any li- 
brary-lover's blood boil, and without a doubt, this anonymous patron has painted a 
most overdrawn picture of the average public library. He cannot say a single good 
word for libraries; to him they are completely inefficient and unattractive, and 
are staffed by “old maids, male and female" who inspire in him only awe and fear. 
To be sure, this picture is exaggerated, or else the writer has been patronizing a 
unique library. But there is food for thought in what he says. If any library can 
make such an unwholesome impression on any patron, then it is time for librarians 
to see if there is any justification in the accusations. 

Do we sometimes become so imnersed in non-essentials which are only means to 
an end that we lose sight of the end itself, which is the best service possible to 
the patron? Perhaps we doe Are we really as unapproachable as "Mr. Anon." would 
have us believe? "No" is the only honest answer in most instances; however, we 
have all seen some librarians whose manner with the public could be less forbidding 
more friendly, polite, and enthusiastic. Who likes to see a “dead pan" face? 
Stores teach their salosgirls that no matter how irritating the "dear. public" may 
be, it is always right. Busincss houses do this because politeness pays dividends 
to them. It also pays dividends to libraries. Service, with a smile if you please, 
in libraries is far better publicity than any number of newspaper articles or radio 
programse 

Are librarics "cold and cheerless places"? Some are not so attractive as they 
could bee It is amazing what a vast difference in the atmosphere of a library a 
vasc of flowers, a pot-plant, or a few inexpensive pictures can make. Small libra- 
ries are particularly fortunate in being able to create easily an inviting atmos- 
phere. Larger libraries can have cozy “browsing corners" that will relieve the more 
formal surroundings. Don't be afraid of losing dignity; we have stood on our dig- 
nity too long. It may be a good day after all, when we"see ourselves as others se us}" 

-O~ 

COUNTY LIBRARY EXAMINATION. County library administration offers attractive 
opportunitics to those librarians who are interested in public library positions. 
The salaries of county librarians, and of assistants also, are often greater than 
those of the librarians of a city public library of tho same size, and working con- 
ditions often offer broader experiences, and usually with more rapid growth. County 
library establishment in Texas has increased at a good rate during the past sevoral 
years, and will continue to increase at a mugh more rapid rate after the war. 

The next county library examination will be offered by the State Board of 
Library Examiners on November 5 and 6, 1943. Candidates for county library exami-- 
ration having a library degree from a school of recognized standing are not required 
to take the examination on library administration and technique provided they pre- 
sent acceptable official transcripts from the school. Those not having a library 
degree must take the examination on these subjects. A thorough examination on the 
county library law, and library conditions in Toxas and in general is required of 
all candidates. For a formal application blank write Miss Fannie M. Wilcox. 
Applications must be on file two weeks before the examination. 
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ABOUT LIBRARIES. Midland. The geological section of the Midland County Li- 
brary has been doubled in size by the donation of 750 volumes by E. Russell Lloyd, 
Midland consulting geologist. This donation is a valuable addition to the feo- 
logical collection. 

Waco. Tho Waco Public Library was the beneficiary of Mrs. Jeanic Goldsmith, 
whosé Will provided that $100 bo loft to the library to be added to tho memorial 
fund of her late husband. 

The recent visit of Dr. Salgado Filho, air minister of Brazil, has focused 
Waco's attention on that country. The library's books on Brazil have showed a 
greatly increased circulation since tho minister's visit. 

Galveston. In celebration of Henry Rosenberg's birthday in June, an open house 
was held by the friends of tho Rosonberg Library. The presentation of the 2lst 
Circuit Southern States Art League cxhibit was the central feature of the program. 
Included in this collection were water colors and graphic art cxamplos. 

Boaumont. The theme of the Vacation Reading Club at Tyrrell Public Library 
was “Through Books With Our Fighting Forces." A tour of the United Nations was 
foatured, and from the set of United Nations flags displayed, cach child selectod 
the flaz of the country that he wished to read about. Ten books on the country 
comploted tho "Victory." 

San Antonio. Tho San Antonio Public Library called attention to the increase 
in maximum fines for ovordue books, For years the maximum has beon 42 cents, but 
the Library, on Septomber 1, raised this mximum to $1 to $1.50. 

The San Antonio Public Library rocently roccived as a gift from Col. R. if. 
Bathurst a collection of classics, rare cditions, and books of timely interest, 
all in excellent condition and well bound. 

Dallas. The Dallas County Library Systcm recently reccived $740 from the Com- 
missioners’ Court for tho purchase of books to bo distributed among the several 
branches of the system. A large part of this moncv, which had been appropriated 
early in the yoar by tho County Commissioners! Court, had accumulated as the unused 
salary for the county librarian, whoso eppointment was to berin May 1. So far no 
librarian has becn apvointed, althouch t is hoped that one will soon be found. 

Paris. Four war bonds totaling ~1,300 have boon prosented to the Paris Public 
Library by the Yow Paris Civic League. 

. Austin. Mr. Donald Conoy, librarian of the Univorsity of Texas, has been 
appointed by Secretary of Stato Cordcll Mull as a member of the United Statcs Com- 
mittee to aid the Notional Library of Peru and the Lima Geographical Socicty in 
rehabilitating two fire-razod librarics destroyed in a recent Lima fire. 

~0- 

ANOTHER ACCREDITED LIBRARY SCHOOL FOR TEXAS. Our Lady of the Lake Collego at 
San Antonio, Texas, has announced the accreditation by the American Library Associ- 
ation of its Dopartment of Library Scionce as a Type II Library School. This gives 
Texas two accredited schools, Tcoxas Stato College for Women having bcen accredited 
as a Type III school in 1938. 








-0- 

PROFESSIONAL PUBLICATIONS. "ABC's for Hospital Librarians", by Elizaboth Pomero 
A.LeAs, 1945, 20g (Rev. ode) Tho purpose of this manual is to oriont trained li- 
brarians now ontoring the hospital library ficld to the work. "In days like these," 
says Miss Pomeroy, “whon the swiftnoss of changing world cvents ponctrates cvon 
hospital walls and is reflected in attitudes of worry and unrost among patients, 
the hospital librarian of either a civilian or a government hospital need look no 
further for her own front line of duty." 

"Public Librarios in the Life of tho Nation," by Boatrice Sawyer Rossell.A.L.A, 
1943, $1.50. This book answors the long-folt need for a prosontation of American li- 
brarianship that could be used to attract promising young mon and women into the pro- 
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fession, The mtcrial is divided into two sections. The first section describes 
outstanding examples of public library service today; tho second describes the 
kind of work that prospectivo librarians might expect to do in serving in various 
types of librarios,. ; 

“Work with Children in Public Libraries", by Effic L. Power. AsLeAs, 1943, $3. 
This is a revision of Miss Power's 1930 volume "Library Service for Children."The 
new edition contains chapters on book selection, the classifying, cataloging, and 
circulation of children's books, reading guidance, and the “creation of public 
opinion.” Now preteens discussod include tho guiding of older childron into the 
adult department keeping them as habitual library users, and cxtonsion work 
with childron in rural areas. 

Those books may be borrowed from the Texas State Library. 

=-0~ 

BOOK WEEX, 1943. Book Week this year will be November 14-20, and the slogan 
is "Build tho Futuro with Books." The Bool: Weok poster, designed by Blizaboth 
Orton Jones, as well as other Book Woek materials, may bo obtaincd from Book Week 
Headquarters, “ We 45 St., New York 19, N. Y. 

=-Q-- 

VICTORY BOOK CAMPAIGN. The following request, in the form of a vessiutien, 
has been recoived from the National Headquarters of the Victory Book Campaign: 

"RESOLVED: That the board of dircctors instruct the director to make every 
attempt to have the books that have been collccted sorted and distributed by 
October lst and that the board of directors plan to close the Victory Book Cam- 
paign by November 30th. If books are availablo in your region will you havo your 
workers roport them to us-as soon as prise tener Two million more books are neces - 
sary to fill outstanding roqucsts." 





“0 

A.LsA. AND T.L.A. OFFICERS, 1945-44. Althea Sevtuit librarian of the Los An- 
geles Public Library, bocame president of the Amcrican Library Association on 
July 7, 1943. Miss Warren succeeds Keyes D. Metcalf of Harvard University Library 
The new first vice president and presidcnt~elcct is Carl Vitz, librarian of the 
Minneapolis Public Library. Margery Doud of the St. Louis Public Library is 
socond vice president. 

The officers for Tcxas Library Association for 1943-44 have been announced as 
follows: Lois Bailcy, Fondren Library, Dallas, president; Mrs. Olna 0. Boaz, Cooke 
County Free Librarv, lst vicc prosident; W. S. Toole, North Toxas State Teachers 
Collcge, Denton, 2nd vice prosident; Joccilc UcDowoll, Public Library, Kilgore, 
sccretary; Arloss Nixon, Lcvorett's Chapel School, Overton, treasurer; Emilie 
Netter, San Antonio Public Library, AsL.A. councilor; Phomas-Mayo, A. & Me College, 
momber at larro. Division officcrs includo Collere: Opal Williams, East Toxas 
State Tcachers Colleore, Commerco, Chairman; Lucillo Crutcher, North Toxas Stato 
Tcoachers College, Donton, scerctary; County: Xathorine Ard, Nueces County Library, 
Corpus Christi, Chairman; Mary Louise Giraud, Rusk County Library, Iondorson, vice 
chairman; Evangel Horsfull, McLonnan County Library, Waco, secrotary; School: 
Mattie Ruth Moore, Spence Junior Figh School, Dallas, chairman; Rone Leo Stennis, 
vice-chairman; Catherine Lyons May, Funtsvillo, socrectary; Evic Payne, Nacogdoches, 
troasurcr, Frances Stoneham, Travis Junior High School, Conroe, reportcr; Virginia 
Sporc, Austin Public Library, cditor, "Nows Notes." 

au 

NO AGE LIMITS HOW FOR CIVIL SERVICE LIBRARY POSITIONS. A new release from the 
United States Civil Service Commission statcs that thore arc now no are limits for 
the positions of Under Library Assistant (salary $1,752 a year including ovortime) 
and Junior Library Assistant (salary $1,970 a yoar inoluding overtime). Bxamina~ 
tions are necossary, and application blanks may be secured from all first and 
second-class post offices. 
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A.LsA. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OFFICE. larry Miller Lydenberg, former director 
of the New York Public Library, and organizer and for the past two years director of 
the Biblioteca Benjamin Franklin in Mexico City, is the director of the newly created 
International Relations Office of the American Library Association. Projects now 
under way for the office are administration of funds for sending more than $100,000 
worth of United States books as gifts to Latin American libraries, and the collec- 
tion and storage of $175,000 worth of American scholarly periodicals to assist in 
re-stocking research libraries in war areas when peace comes. Plans are also being 
made for recruiting and /trainjng people for library work overseas, and for exchang- 
ing library materials and librarians with other countries as soon as possible. 

a(n 

CLASSICS FRO Til TEXAS STATE LIBRARY. Small libraries are reminded that they 
may borrow standard titles of both fiction and non-fiction in good editions from the 
Texas State Library if their funds are not sufficient or if they do not have enough 
calls to justify purchasing these books. 

-0- 

AMONG LIBRARIANS. Resignations and Appointments. Miss Emily Hutson, children's 
librarian at the Muskogee, ns Public Library for the past several years, is 
the new librarian of the Rattlesnake Air Base, near Pyote, Texas. 

Mrs. Henrietta Schade, former El Campo high school librarian, is now medical 
librarian at the Aviation Cadet Center in San Antonio. 

Miss Julia Muse, formerly of the Carnegie Library of Atlanta, Georgia, has be- 
come readers’ adviser at Tyrrell Public Library in Beaumont. 

Mrs. Lewis W. Thomas, librarian of the Pecos Public Library for the past 15 
years, recently resigned and has been succeeded by Mrs. W. W. Runnels. 

Mrs. Bertha Teague, children's librarian of the Tom Green County Library, re- 
cently resigned to go to St. Vincent's College at Shreveport, Louisiana. She is 
succeeded by Miss Irene McKinley of San Angelo, who received her degree in library 
science from T. S. C. We. in June. , 

Miss Lura Gibbons, formerly of the La Retama Library, Corpus Christi, is 
assistant librarian in the Tom Green County Library. 

Mrs. Margaret Baehr, librarian of the El Paso County Library, has resigned to 
become librarian in Ottumwa, Iowa. 

Miss Aliece Hanna, who has become assistant librarian of the Brazoria County 
Library, was formerly at La Retama Library, Corpus Christi. 

Miss Katherine Bridges, until recently an assistant in the Texas State Library, 
is'a-branch librarian of the San Diego, California, public library. 

Miss Mattie Sue Mounce has’resigned from'the Texas State Library to become 
cataloguer at the Shreve Memorial Library, Shreveport, Louisiana. 

-0- 

LIBRARY PROGRESS. A new sub-branch of the Houston Public Library was recently 
opened under the sponsorship of the Brooksmith Civic Club in Montie Beach Park, 
Members of the Civic Club serve as custodians 

The Commissioners Court of Howard County recently appropriated $2,250 for the 
operation of a county library for the first year. The library is to be located in 
the old city hall building, which is in an excellent central location. Within a 
period of a few weeks a library committee was appointed, several hundred names were 
secured on a petition, and the library hed its appropriation. This shows what can 
be done if people are really interested in securing libraries. 

An all-time-high record for the Winkler County Library in Kermit was set in 
July when 134 books went out in one day from the Kérmit Library, according to Mrs. 
Fred Hard Wright, Librarian. Never before had as many as 100 books been circulated 


in one day. ‘The population of the county is about 6,000, and there is a branch 
at Wink. 
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WAR A'D POSTWAR ISSUES - INSTITUTES FOR TEXAS. Plans are being made to hold 
local institutes on War and Postwar Issues throughout Texas during October. Owing 
to the size of the state and the relatively small number of libraries to partici- 
pate, fourteen libraries have been selected as focal points for institutes. These 
are located as centrally as possible in certain areas and nearby libraries are 
being asked to cooperate in having one institute for those areas. The libraries 
designated as focal points, and the librarians in charge are: Abilene, liardin-Sin-~ 
mons University Library, Thelma Andrews;- Amarillo, Amarillo Public Library, Mrs. 
Ruth E. Delzell; Beaumont, Tyrrell Public Library, Pearle Burr; Corpus Christi, La 
Retama Public Library, Helon Coffin; Dallas, Dallas Public Library, Cleora Clanton; 
Edinburg, Edinburg Junior Colloge Library, Ruth Bennett; El Paso, Bl Paso Public 
Library, Mrs. Maud D. Sullivan; Henderson, Rusk County Library, Mary Louise Giraud; 
Houston, Houston Public Library, Julia Ideson; Lubbock, Lubbock County Library, 
Mrs. Je A. Humphries; Qdossa, Ector County Library, iirs. Lila B. White; San Antonio, 
San Antonio Public Library, Julia Grothaus; Waco, Waco Public Library, Ethel Sim- 
mons; Wichita Falls, Kemp Public Library, Lucia Powell. 

As one of the purposes of the institutes is to determine what libraries can 
do to promote reading and thinking on war and postwar problems, librarians should 
consider what place librarics will hold in the postwar world. Librarians are urged 
to emphasize thought and discussion of this subject. Miss Fannie M, Wilcox, State 
Librarian, Austin, is State Coordinator of local institutos. Further information 
can be obtainod from her, if it is dosired. 
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LIBRARIES IN RUSSIA. In hor address before the American Library Association 
Miss Althea Warron, incoming president of A. Le As, quoted some pertinent para~ 
graphs from Willkie's “One World" on Russia's highly developed librarics: 

"What would you like to sec in Yakutsk?' Muratov. asked (Willkic) as we 
neared the town. 

'Have you a library?’ (asked Willkic) 

"Certainly, we have a library.' 

And then the librarian appears, ‘a mild-mannerod, slight, studious-looking woman} 
who politely but firmly makes them leave their hats and coats at the check desk. 

In an old but well-lighted building, clean and well-staffed, Yakutsk, a town 
of 50,000 people, has accumulated 550,000 volumes. The stacks were wooden; the 
machine for delivering books to the reading room worked like a primitive country 
well. But the reading room was well occupicd. The card catalogues wore modorn 
and complete. The records showed that ovor 100,000 people = many had come from 
the countryside around - had used beoks during. the past nine months. Special ex- 
hibits hung on the walls. Sovict periodicals and-reforcnce works were on open 
shelves. Thore was an gir of great efficiency; about the place. 

‘And what had this library accomplished?’ 

'Before 1917, only 2 per cent of all the people of Yakutsk were litorate; 98 
per cont could not read or write. Now the figures are exactly reversed. An ordor 
has been received from Moscow to liquidate tho 2 por cont illiteracy before the 
cnd of next ycar.' 

When we recall that the functional illiteracy of the United States is about 
15.5 por cent of our inhabitants, we wondcr if wo as librarians cannot make our 
own public libraries of more uso as cducational institutions. 

To the presont personnel problem in Amorican librarios, Russia also makés a 
cleancut and practical retort. Nile Magidoff in the Los Angelos Timos, June 18,1943 said: 

‘Anothor thing I can" understand is the large number of Américan school toachors 
who have gone into the WAC's and other woman's divisions of the armod services. In 
Russia, everybody's contribution to socicty is considered like a soldiar at the fron}, 


very specially thc tcachor whose work is so important to the incoming gonecration. 
Russian women would novor do such a thing.' Undoubtedly, she would proach the sano 


policy to the librarian to save the right of the child to read in time of war even 
more n in peace." 
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